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Carpet Tile
Recycling
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An Opportunity to Add Value
Recycling carpet tile can save money versus landfilling. And you
can promote this value-added service to your customers, who are
increasingly looking for cost effective and sustainable solutions.
Recycling makes sense for many segments of the commercial
market- such as corporate, education, healthcare, and hospitality.
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Overview
Carpet Tile Recycling Opportunity
As a major metropolitan region, the Chicago

Our Illinois Carpet Recovery

area is the home to 75% of Illinois’ population,

Stakeholder Group believes there is an

or about 9.5 million people.

opportunity to do more.

The Chicago region alone has thousands of

Many carpet tile manufacturers reclaim

commercial buildings, medical facilities,

carpet tile from large jobs, sending

schools and hotels, which use a substantial

truckload quantities to their mills for

amount of carpet tile.

recycling.

In a 2014 study, the Illinois Carpet Recovery

However, there are many small to

Stakeholder Group estimated that about 175

medium carpet tile reclamation jobs

million lbs. of post-consumer carpet was

that are less than truckload quantities.

generated from existing buildings, of which
about 30% was from commercial buildings. In

The Illinois Carpet Recovery

2014, we estimated that recyclers collected

Stakeholder Group, along with carpet

about 8 million lbs. of post-consumer carpet,

tile manufacturers, local recyclers, and

which is about a 5% gross collection rate.

other interested people are working
together to reclaim carpet tile,
especially from the small to medium
jobs.
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Why Carpet Tile Recycling?
Commercial carpet tile is a popular
floorcovering product, known for its
style, durability, convenience, and ease
of installation. And the good news is at
the end of its useful life, carpet tile can
be recycled at a rate of up to 100%.

When the old carpet tile is pulled out
from a project, it can be stacked on a
pallet and wrapped with a protective
material.
Because of the relatively compactness,
palletized carpet tile can be more
efficiently loaded into a truck, for
transport either to a local carpet recycler
or back to the carpet tile manufacturer.
This can be a much easier process than
reclaiming broadloom carpet, which is
bulkier, and cannot be as easily loaded
and shipped.
The stacked tile is ultimately processed at
the carpet tile mill, where it will be
ground and used as recycled content in
new carpet tile.
Essentially, it is a fine example of
closed loop recycling. And, it turns
out, carpet tile manufacturers WANT
the carpet tile back. It is truly a WIN/WIN
program!
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How does this help my customer?
Potential Cost Savings + Sustainability
Just like most businesses, carpet recycling has

reuses valuable resources, creates new products, and

operating costs. Recyclers pay for employees, sorting

contributes to a more sustainable environment for our

equipment, balers, transportation, overhead and other

children and grandchildren.

operating expenses. However, in many cases, carpet
tile recycling can be cost –effective versus landfilling in
the Chicago area.
We recommend that you contact your carpet tile
manufacturer or your local carpet recycler for more
detailed information on the costs associated with carpet
tile recycling. Their teams will put together the details
for your project, and determine what cost savings may
be achieved by recycling versus landfilling.
Assuming you and the recycler have determined the
cost benefits of a carpet tile recycling project, you and
your customer can then realize positive sustainable
impacts. Recycling carpet tile saves landfill space,
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Who?
What? How?
Ask your customer to join in
the recycling effort- many,
many
people
want
to
contribute
to
a
more
sustainable environment but
may not know how carpet
recycling
can
make
a
difference.
Contact your carpet tile
manufacturer or local carpet
recycler
to
make
arrangements for reclaiming
the carpet tile. The carpet tile
manufacturer or the recycler
will help you with the
reclamation details.

Let the contactor know that the
carpet tile will be reclaimed
and share the details of the
reclamation requirements with
the contractor. Contractors
should be familiar with carpet
tile
recycling,
and
may
already know what they need
to do to prepare the carpet for
shipment
back
to
the
manufacturer or to the local
carpet recycler.
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Who am I going to call?

In Illinois, we are fortunate to have resources available to manage direct shipments to the carpet tile
manufacturer AND we have professional carpet recyclers who can manage small to medium jobs. The
local recyclers will collect, store and prepare carpet tile shipments going to the mills.

CARPET TILE MANUFACTURER RECYCLING TEAM
For large jobs (greater than about 1500-2000 square yards),
please contact your recycling team, who will work directly with
you to arrange for reclamation, and for transportation of the
post-consumer carpet tile to the carpet tile manufacturing
facility.
For small to mid size jobs, please contact:
CARPET LANDFILL ELIMINATION AND RECYCLING
(CLEAR)
Nick Fiore, President
P: 414 889 3060
E: nick.fiore@landfillclear.com
3520 16th Ave.
Zion, IL 60099

DC FOAM RECYCLE CENTER
Louis Renbaum, President
P: 855 406 8600
E: lrenbaum@recyclefoam.com
150 N Railroad Ave
Northlake, IL 60164

KRUSE CARPET RECYCLING
Kasey Wakefield, President
P: 317 337 1950
E: kruserecycling@gmail.com
4800 W 96th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46268
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FOR YOUR
CUSTOMERS

Reclamation Center Name

Carpet Reclamation Certificate
Presented To:

Company Name
Project: Street Address or other designation
Flooring Contractor: Company Name
In Recognition of Diverting XX,XXX lbs of
Post-Consumer Carpet from America s Landfills

Month XX, 2016
Presented by:
John Doe, LEED AP
President
Reclamation Center 1
123 Any Road
Everywhere, State 55555
www.yourwebsite.org
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For more information:

Carpet America Recovery Effort (CARE)
P: 706 428 2127
E: info@carpetrecovery.org
www.carpetrecovery.org/states/illinois

Company
Logo

