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Record Success  
for Carpet Recycling!

The California Carpet Stewardship Program has achieved an unheard-of carpet recycling rate  
of 35.1 percent for 2023. For the second year running, this far exceeds the goal (31 percent)  
set in the Program’s Five-Year Plan; the California carpet recycling rate has more than tripled 
since 2015. This recycling rate for carpet has not been achieved anywhere else in the world. 
Since the program started, CARE recyclers have collected more than 650,000 tons (more than  
a billion pounds) of old carpet.

The Program’s success is boosting California’s economy: 79% of all recycled pounds were 
generated in the state and support more than 120 jobs in California. 

10.1% 11.0%
14.0% 15.3%

19.1% 20.9%

27.9%
33.9%

10.1% 11.0%
14.0% 15.3%

19.1% 20.9%

27.9%
33.9%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

30%

35%

40%

25%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 20222021 2023

Recycling Rate (Annual)

Exceeds 2023 Target of 31% 35.0%35.0%

147
PUBLIC

DROP-OFF SITES
STATEWIDE

35%
RECYCLING

RATE

93,088,798
POUNDS OF

CARPET
COLLECTED

71%
OF CARPET 
COLLECTED

WAS RECYCLED

110
POST-CONSUMER

CARPET
PRODUCTS

CALIFORNIA CARPET RECYCLING IN 2023

@CarpetRecycle

RecycleMyCarpet.com 
Launches 
CARE has launched a website that aims to increase California 
residents’ awareness of environmentally preferable  
end-of-life options for wall-to-wall carpet and carpet tile.  
Visit RecycleMyCarpet.com for information on carpet  
reuse, donation, maintenance and recycling.



Partnership with Lowe’s 
Raises Carpet Recycling 
Awareness
CARE has partnered with Lowe’s to place signs encouraging  
carpet recycling in 110 stores across California. CARE Executive 
Director Bob Peoples notes, “We are grateful to Lowe’s for  
helping spread the word that carpet IS recyclable in California.”
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Public Drop-Off Sites Provide  
Convenient Carpet Recycling
Beyond the over 200 private on-site pickup service locations for  
carpet and pad, the number of CARE-supported public access carpet  
drop-off sites has grown to over 130 sites, with at least one site in all  
58 California counties.

CARE supports drop-off sites by providing: 

•	A container for collection, 

•	Third-party hauling to bring carpet material to recyclers,

•	CARE pays tip fee to recycler 

•	Promotional materials for local government and the hosting facility, 

•	Technical assistance from CARE staff, 

•	Ready access to micro-grants supporting site set-up and collection equipment.

While there is usually a fee to drop off carpet for recycling, the fee is usually less than  
the standard tip fee charged at landfill. CARE recommends that drop-off sites offer  
at least a 20% discount for carpet prepared for recycling. 

To find a drop-off site near you with the most up-to-date listing, hours and rates,  
visit CarpetRecovery.org/CA

CARE’s carpet collection partners provide convenient on-site collection service to large volume  
tear-out carpet generators throughout the state. To request information for large volume on-site 
service or recommend that a solid waste/recycling facility near you becomes a CARE Drop-off Site,  
email CA@CarpetRecovery.org. 

If you would like print copies of the drop-off site map, please email CA@CarpetRecovery.org. Carpet Recycling Drop-Off Locations

Siskiyou Modoc

Shasta
Trinity

Tehama
Plumas

Lassen

Humboldt

Del
Norte

Mendocino Glenn Butte

Lake

Colusa

Santa Cruz

San Mateo

San Francisco

Sierra

Nevada

Placer

Sonoma Yolo

Yuba

El Dorado

Sutter

Sacra-
mento

Napa

Marin
Solano

Contra
Costa

Alameda
San Joaquin

Amador

Calaveras

Alpine

Tuolumne
Mono

MariposaStanislaus

Santa Clara Merced Madera

San
Benito Fresno

Monterey
Kings

Tulare

Inyo

San Luis
Obispo

Kern

Santa Barbara

Ventura Los Angeles

Orange

San Bernardino

Riverside

San Diego Imperial

Scan to  
visit map

Training Installers
Flooring contractors and installers are a very important part of increasing carpet collection 
for recycling. CARE’s outreach team contacts installers at supply houses, regional distribution 
centers and retail locations to let flooring contractors know about carpet recycling in their area. 
In addition, CARE is working with the International Union of Painters and Allied Trades (IUPAT) 
District Council 16 and District Council 36 to help train apprentice installers and advise current 
members on carpet preparation for recycling. CARE’s video for training flooring contractors In 
carpet recycling best practices is at CarpetRecovery.org/CA-Installers.  

Videos in English and Spanish explaining carpet recycling for installers can be  
viewed on the CARE website at CarpetRecovery.org/CA-Installers.

Hard Surface Retailer/Installer? Your Help is Key!
While retailers that do not sell carpet are not involved in collecting the carpet assessment, they often work with tear-out carpet that 
could be recycled. CARE encourages hard surface retailers to find out how and where to take carpet for recycling. Find out more at 
CarpetRecovery.org/CA or send your questions to CA@CarpetRecovery.org.
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Who is CARE Carpet America Recovery Effort (CARE) is an independent non-profit organization whose mission is to 
advance market-based solutions that increase landfill diversion and reuse and recycling of post-consumer carpet and encourage design 
for recyclability. CARE administers the California Carpet Stewardship Program, which is charged with meeting the requirements for  
carpet recycling set by California law and managed by CalRecycle. 

The Carpet Assessment
CARE activities are funded by the California carpet 
assessment that is paid by consumers when purchasing  
new carpet. Since 2022, the law requires CARE to implement 
a differential assessment on each square yard of carpet that 
reflects its cost to recycle. Another provision of the law 
requires that CARE incentivize carpet products containing 
post-consumer (PC) content.  

As a result, there are four different levels of assessment:

Di�erential Assessment Levels as of January 1, 2024 as Approved by CalRecycle

Product > or = 10% Post-Consumer Content   <10% Post-Consumer Content

Broadloom  $0.68 /square yard $0.70 /square yard

Carpet Tile  $0.97 /square yard $0.99 /square yard

CARE offers a brochure for retailers and 
members of the public that explains the  
carpet assessment to consumers. To order  
free copies, email CA@CarpetRecovery.org. 

How is the Assessment Used?
The assessment funds CARE’s efforts to grow the amount of  
carpet that is kept out of landfill and recycled. CARE is working  
to comply with all legal requirements, which include: 

•	Payment of subsidies to recyclers to enable continuous and 
meaningful improvement in landfill diversion via carpet collection, 
recycling and the manufacture of recycled-content products

•	Public outreach and education

•	Convenient carpet drop-off locations for flooring professionals  
and contractors, most offering discounted rates.

In 2022, 92% of assessment funds went directly to these  
program efforts, including subsidies, grants, marketing/ 
outreach and the drop-off site program. (see pie chart)
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Retailers MUST Comply with the Assessment. 
•	Retailers are required by law to charge the current carpet 

assessment to all customers in the state. CalRecycle 
periodically inspects retailers to check current practices.  
To ensure compliance:

•	• �All invoices must have the assessment clearly and correctly 
labeled as a separate line item.

•	• �Retailers must purchase carpet from carpet manufacturers  
in compliance with the carpet stewardship law.  
See CalRecycle.ca.gov/Carpet.

•	• �Retailers are required by law to monitor CalRecycle’s  
website to determine if the sale of a manufacturer’s carpet  
is in compliance with the carpet stewardship law.

•	• �Retailers must retain records for three years.

•	CalRecycle will continue to make site inspections of retailers to 
confirm compliance. Failure to comply with the requirements 
of the carpet law may result in penalties of up to $10,000 a 
day. Monitor CalREcycle’s website for product compliance at 
CalRecycle.ca.gov/Carpet

•	A change to the assessment amount is expected in late 2023 
or early 2024. Please make sure you are receiving CARE’s 
assessment communications. Email CA@CarpetRecovery.org  
to be sure you are on the list.

•	
•	For updates on the assessment and compliance 

requirements, see CarpetRecovery.org/Assessment.
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How Can We Help You Recycle? 
Collecting Carpet for Recycling: A Top Priority
After many years of building and developing markets for products incorporating  recycled carpet materials, demand for used carpet is now growing 
and CARE is supporting an aggressive expansion of collection programs and services. 

Already recycling your tear-out carpet? Thank you for all your efforts! For retailers and installers not yet recycling, your options for recycling may include:

•	Self-Haul: Asking your installers to take old carpet to a CARE drop-off site. 

•	On-Site Service: Contracting with one of our carpet collectors, or your local hauler, to place a collection container for carpet at your business. 

•	Commercial broadloom or carpet tile jobs of more than 5,000 square yards may be eligible for our free takeback program.  
Contact RThiess@CarpetRecovery.org.

Most retailers find that by recycling their carpet they can realize an average savings of 20% or more on their landfill disposal costs. If you are not 
yet sending your carpet for recycling or have a suggestion for a convenient collection site near you, email CA@CarpetRecovery.org and tell us how 
we can help you start recycling in 2023. Please email us today!  

CARE Grants Support Carpet Recycling in Rural Areas

Recycled Carpet Material Has Many Uses.
Once collected for recycling, carpet and carpet tile are sorted and processed. A large percentage 
of assessment funds go to support businesses that collect and process tear-out carpet into fiber 
and pellets, and to the companies who then use those materials to create new products such as 
insulation, carpet pad, new carpet fiber, manufactured building products and even car parts. 

In an effort to increase demand for post-consumer carpet products, we are working with 
manufacturers to encourage them to include carpet material in their products to prevent carpet 
from going to landfill. See CarpetRecovery.org/Products for currently available products made 
with recycled carpet material. 

Watch CARE on YouTube at Youtube.com/c/CarpetAmericaRecoveryEffort

CARE’s California Carpet Stewardship Program 
is committed to growing access to post-
consumer carpet (PCC) collection and recycling 
opportunities across the state. In the past year, 
this has included adding three new collection 
sites in rural counties: Placer, Modoc and Alpine. 

CARE’s micro grants for collection and reuse 
program awarded $30,000 in total to fund 
infrastructure in locations that need to protect 
PCC from winter weather to sustain operations, 
or need equipment to haul PCC to California 
recyclers. CARE’s Capital Improvements grant 
program awarded another $26,164 to achieve 
similar objectives. The funding recipients were 
Blue Water Recycling Corporation, the Washoe 
Woodford’s Community Council run by the 
Washoe Tribe, and the Western Placer Waste 
Management Authority’s materials recovery 
facility, Nortech Waste, LLC. 

“The CARE grant-funded awning will help us 
remove significant tonnage of carpet (from the 
landfill) during the wet and winter seasons,”  
said Keith Filson, operations manager at Nortech 
Waste. “The additional container for carpet will 
also help us expand our program in terms of  
the amount of tonnage we can receive.”

Four other micro grant projects were funded 
since 2018 to establish new PCC collection 
sites in rural counties. In total, the seven 
projects divert from landfill nearly 500,000 
pounds annually.

CARE’s micro grants program remains open 
through 2024. More information can be found 
at: CarpetRecovery.org/CA-Grants. Questions 
can be emailed to grants manager Abbie Beane, 
at ABeane@CarpetRecovery.org.

A CARE container at the  
Hung A Lel Ti Woodfords  

Community Council drop-off  
site in Alpine County

Plastic from recycled carpet is sold to auto 
manufacturers, where it is used for plastic 

casings under the hood. 
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