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Innovation and Design (I&D) Grants Cycle 4 Questions and Answers 
 

Question 1: Must I&D funding recipients be based in the United States? 
Answer 1: Yes, I&D funding recipients must be based in the United States or have an office 
based in the United States. CARE California Stewardship Program grant funds cannot be paid 
outside the United States. 
 
Question 2: Does CARE prefer to fund a partnership or a for-profit over a nonprofit company? 
Answer 2: No, CARE does not have an entity type preference when evaluating grant 
applications. However, CARE does encourage entities to partner on projects if it will benefit the 
project overall such as spurring collaboration between entities with complimentary expertise. 
 
Question 3: Is CARE flexible in terms of its project timeline of 12 months? 
Answer 3: CARE is open to I&D applicants proposing a longer project timeline of up to 18 
months if successful project completion is expected to take longer than 12 months. 
 
Question 4: Will CARE directly fund carpet mills undertaking I&D projects in line with the 
program solicitation?  
Answer 4: No, CARE will not directly fund carpet mills undertaking I&D projects, however, CARE 
will fund entities partnering with carpet mills. These projects must align with the I&D 
solicitation, such as advancing efforts that lead to more sustainable and/or circular carpet 
designs or environmentally preferable post-consumer carpet (PCC)-content end products.  
 
Question 5: Do I&D grant awardees need to use California-sourced PCC in their grant-funded 
projects? 
Answer 5: CARE generally requires I&D grantees to use California-sourced PCC to complete 
grant-funded testing activities. CARE will consider approving the use of non-California-sourced 
PCC for grant-funded testing activities if quantities and/or types of PCC required are not 
available from California. 
 


