/\, California Carpet
C ‘_) Stewardship Program

An initiative of CARE: Carpet America Recovery Effort
Notice of Funds Available for California Carpet Stewardship

Funding Program (Cycle U1A)
Installer Apprenticeship Training Funding Program

Cycle U1A Outline

Purpose
Carpet America Recovery Effort (CARE) serves as the Carpet Stewardship Organization for the California

Carpet Stewardship Program (CCSP). The purpose of the Apprenticeship Funding Program — Cycle U1A
(Program) is to provide funding for carpet recycling education/training (installation and removal
techniques) and awareness that will establish, increase, improve and enhance additional California
generated post-consumer carpet (PCC) collection for recycling and reuse led by unionized apprentice
and journey-level carpet installers.

Program funding will be set at $S1 million for each apprenticeship program annually for one program in
Northern California and one in Southern California, adjusted annually to reflect the Consumer Price
Index (pending legislative statutory amendment).

To begin, CARE has allocated up to $2 million total to award to California-based programs throughout
round one of Cycle U1A. Each apprenticeship program’s available allocated funds under Cycle U1A are
limited to $1 million. It is anticipated that the initial allocation of funds will be in March 2026 and the
second allocation will occur in July 2026 and legislation will be passed in the 2026 legislative year to
codify changes to the program to reflect new allocation amount and schedule.

Eligible Recipients

Eligible recipients for Cycle U1A are only:

e Joint apprenticeship programs approved by the Division of Apprenticeship Standards to train carpet
installers.

o “Apprenticeship program” means a program approved by the Chief of the Division of
Apprenticeship Standards for training apprentices and journey-level carpet installers in
proper carpet installation, reuse, and recycling practices to maximize the chances of
achieving the goals of the program.

Eligible Expenditures (Use of funds):

e CARE will provide funds to California apprenticeship programs. No funding will be awarded to
non-California activities. All trainees must be part of a DIR-certified California apprenticeship
program and perform the work in California.

e Funding must be used for apprenticeship expenditures and activities to facilitate training
members to install and remove carpet to maximize recyclability and recycling after it is torn out.

e Equipment or supplies which will aid in training activities and increase the volume of PCC
collected for recycling and/or reuse, such as carpet tile wrapping machines. Vehicles are not
eligible.

e Apprenticeship programs submitted in partnership with another eligible apprenticeship program
must designate one program as the primary program.
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e If applicable, funds may be used to fund projects that include carpet collection activities, such as
becoming a CARE public drop-off site or private collection site. The recipient must submit a
management plan to CARE outlining the quantities of materials to be stored, a timeline for
storage, and a transportation plan to deliver the collected material to an authorized CARE
Recycler. The plan shall include justification for any materials diverted for disposal.

o The management plan must identify how many additional pounds will be collected and
stored through the proposed project, what timeline and quantity thresholds the facility
will utilize to ensure stored material is appropriately managed, and how the project team
will ensure materials are prioritized for best use, consistent with California’s waste
hierarchy in such case that these timeline or quantity thresholds are reached.

o No funds may be used to support energy recovery (CAAF, Kiln or Waste-To-Energy) or
landfilling.

o Projects which focus on collection will also need to report quarterly pounds collected for
recycling or reuse to CARE.

Ineligible Costs
e Costs incurred before the beginning of, or after the end of, the funding term.

e Costs associated with landfilling, CAAF, Kiln, Waste-to-Energy or incineration for the purpose of
sending ash to landfill.

e Travel expenses, except for travel related directly to training for this program.

e Cars, trucks or similar types of vehicles, unless they are solely used as part of the apprenticeship
training for this program.

Funding (total allocation, min/max amounts)

Maximum funding for Cycle U1A will be limited to $1 million for each recipient under this Program. Fund
disbursements will be issued upon receipt of eligible funding requests. A general expenditure plan will
be provided with funding requests and a detailed expenditure report will be included as part of the
annual end-of-year report.

Timeline

Cycle U1A funding requests are due no later than March 18, 2026. Projects must reach completion by
December 31, 2026. The funding request process and submission instructions are outlined throughout
this notice. Proposals that do not follow instructions may be considered non-responsive. The remaining
key dates outlined below are to be used as reference and may be subject to revision by CARE:

KEY DATES — KEY ACTION

March 6, 2026 Release Cycle U1A Solicitation

March 18, 2026 Application Due Date

March 25, 2026 Anticipated Notice of Awards for applications (release of first half
of funds may be in disbursements)

March 1, 2027 Annual report due from apprenticeship programs (for previous
funding year)

July 1, 2027 Anticipated release of remainder of eligible funds (any funds
deducted from previous year funding shall be reduced from this
allocation)

Coordination:
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e Apprenticeship programs and CARE will agree to at least quarterly check-in calls in addition to
producing an annual report.

e CARE will provide CalRecycle with quarterly data on Program performance and solicit input from
CalRecycle as needed or desired in evaluating the Program.

Questions - Submission

e Questions submitted during the question-and-answer period should be sent to CARE Grants
Manager, at grants@carpetrecovery.org.

Funding Proposal Request Requirements

Eligible recipients must create a proposal containing the following components and clearly communicate
the manner in which their proposed project meets the criteria listed above. Trade secrets and any other
confidential information may be excluded.

e Executive summary
e Key contacts (2 required) with physical address, phone number and email information
e Narrative
o Team Qualifications and Experience
Projected goals of the expenditures
Proposed work plan
Projected budget/expenditure plan (template required)
Background, Goals and Objectives
Recipient Commitment, Environmental Impact
Creation of California Jobs, use of California Facilities, benefit to Disadvantaged
Communities; the CalEnviroScreen 3.0 Map identified disadvantaged communities
e Optional Attachments (Letters of Commitment/Letters of Support, Equipment Quotes, Purchase
Orders, Other Documentation).

O O O O O O

Funding Request - Submission
Funding requests must be submitted by the deadline. Late submissions may not be considered.
Applications should be sent to the CARE Grants Manager, grants@carpetrecovery.org.

Funding Awards

Recipients will be required to agree to the agreement terms and conditions, which will include reporting
requirements, such as the submission of regular progress reports to CARE. CARE will also require proof of
payments for equipment and supplies as well as training hours worked for funding disbursements made.
may be asked to provide documentation to verify expenditures.

APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: March 18, 2026, @ 5:00 pm PST with a projected initial
allocation before March 31, 2026
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